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Update:
Technology Specialists Network



Technology Specialist Network

Bringing together technology specialists from 
across the UK

Technology Specialists are technical experts in 
their field in UK higher education and research.

To share best practice for technical specialists 
across the UK, and in particular to meet others 
in similar roles, while learning to navigate the 
funding opportunities and challenges in the UK 
setting. Our network is keen to welcome new 
members to the network, from all levels and 
disciplines across the UK

Funding from TALENT has 
enabled the 
establishment of this 
network. 

https://www.mitalent.ac.uk/TSN



Technology Specialist Network

Shonna Johnston

Head of Flow Cytometry
University of Edinburgh

https://www.mitalent.ac.uk/TSN



The two-day conference brought together 
150 research technical professionals from 
50 different higher education and research 
institutes.

It featured talks on topics such as open 
science, finance and funding models and 
career development.

18th-19th April 2023, University of Edinburgh

Technology Specialist Network – Inaugural Meeting



Technology Specialist Network – Inaugural Meeting

Welcome and Introduction

Networking Lunch

Finance and Funding Models
1 keynote and a panel discussion 

Future Activities
1 keynote (from EPSRC)

Short facility talks

Network Dinner

Training and Careers
Overview of Technical Pathways and Apprenticeships, T-Levels and Scottish 
Equivalents
2 keynotes and a panel discussion 

Grants and Technology Specialists
Experience of a technology specialist and Personal experiences of winning bids
1 keynote, 4 short talks and a panel discussion 



Technology Specialist Network

Talks from the meeting are available: 

https://www.mitalent.ac.uk/TSN-Event-
Presentations

Next meeting:

w/c 15th April 2024 (probably)

Bath (probably)

Scholarships / Travel funding will be available

https://www.mitalent.ac.uk/TSN



Funding



What do we need funding for?

Running the facility
 Fix Equipment
 Replace Equipment
 Consumables 
 Staff salaries 
 Refurbishment

Training and Professional Development
 Researchers
 Staff (us)

Research
 Consumables
 Time (buy out)

Outreach

Wellbeing



Funding Sources

Internal 

External

Baseline facility budget

Training Budget

Grants (Co-I or named staff)

UKRI Grants

Industry
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Connect NMR UK

Funding Available: 
Connect NMR UK Call for Training Mobility Grant

Bursaries of up to £600 to support travel, accommodation and 
subsistence for NMR training or workshops

Who can apply? Facility staff … and staff employed in the industry, in 
the fields of physical and life sciences 

Visiting an NMR facility for training purposes or access to techniques, 
hardware or tools that are beyond their local capabilities 

Attend a UK-based conference where there is an 
NMR related-workshop/training as part of the 
conference

How to Apply: 
Fill in the application form and send it to 
benjamin.duff@liverpool.ac.uk 

Pay then claim back



Research Fellowships – RTPs can apply



Research Fellowships – RTPs can apply



Research Fellowships – RTPs can apply



RSC – Research Fund

www.rsc.org/prizes-funding/funding/find-funding/research-fund/



RSC – Technician Skills Development Grant

www.rsc.org/prizes-funding/funding/find-funding/technician-skills-
development grant/



RSC – Outreach Fund

www.rsc.org/prizes-funding/funding/find-funding/outreach-fund/



an NMR Strategic Technical Platform



an NMR Strategic Technical Platform 

www.ukri.org/opportunity/epsrc-strategic-technical-platform/



Funding

More Information

nmr.chemistry.manchester.ac.uk

Thank you

ralph.adams@manchester.ac.uk
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